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Pioneers All

University Community Makes It Official

THIS YEAR’S PIONEER 
AWARD GALA WAS 

AS MUCH ABOUT 
STUDENTS  

AS IT WAS ABOUT 
HONORING THREE 

PIONEERS WHO 
HAVE FOREVER 
TRANSFORMED  

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OREGON.

The university posthumously 
honored Arthur DeMuro with a 

Pioneer Award.

T he gathering at Portland’s The Nines 
Hotel on May 10 was for the  
express purpose of honoring Charles 

Lillis, PhD ’72, Gwendolyn Lillis, and the  
late Arthur DeMuro, recipients of the 
University of Oregon’s 2013 Pioneer Award. 

But at its heart, the evening was all about 
students: providing presidential scholarships 
to help Oregon’s most promising high school 
students attend the UO. The event helps 
support the Pioneer Award Presidential 
Scholarship Fund, which now exceeds 

$1 million. The fund supported six Pioneer 
Award presidential scholars last year.

In addition to UO faculty and staff members, 
donors, and friends, scholarship recipients also 
attended the gala. The undergraduates traveled 
from Eugene to thank those donors whose 
participation in this annual fundraiser has 
helped to support their education.

The Pioneer Award was designed to honor 
a special kind of person: an individual of 

Continued on page 3

Michael Gottfredson was officially installed as 
the University of Oregon’s seventeenth president 
on May 30. Music, pomp, and circumstance 
marked the investiture ceremony at Matthew 
Knight Arena. 

Gottfredson said the UO will sustain its 
mission in an era of diminishing resources 
by engaging the community in a bold new 
campaign, inspiring contributions from donors 
as it has done since its founding in 1876. He 

also addressed the university’s support for an 
institutional board. 

“Never, in the long history of this venerable 
institution, has there been a time when our 
mission has been more critical, the role we 
play more consequential, or the validity of 
the idea of our university more in evidence,” 
said Gottfredson. 

“We must focus, with laser-like intensity, 
on creating a new approach to how we are 
organized, how we finance the university, 
how we engage our community and supporters, 
how we support the careers and aspirations of 
our faculty and staff, and how we deliver on the 
promise of an Oregon education to our students, 
our alumni, and our state.”

Gottfredson was hired by the State Board  
of Higher Education a year ago and started  
work at the UO last August. To watch a  
video of the investiture ceremony, go to  
giving.uoregon.edu/investiture.
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Michael Gottfredson was officially 
installed as the UO’s seventeenth 

president on May 30 during his 
investiture, a Latin term that means “in 

dress” or “in robe” and an event used by 
universities to commemorate a transfer of 

authority associated with a high office.
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G I F T  I M P A C T

Congratulations Class of 2013
THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT, MORE THAN 5,000 UO GRADUATES 
HAVE BRIGHT FUTURES .

Craig Loper
PathwayOregon Recipient

Hometown: Eugene

Major: Journalism

Donor impact: Loper couldn’t have attended 
the UO without scholarship support. As a 
PathwayOregon student, he was guaranteed 
that the UO would cover his tuition and fees 
for four years. The program also provides 
additional tutoring and support.

Future plans: Loper will stay in Eugene and 
work as a sports anchor for KVAL. 

Change of plans: As a freshman, Loper joined 
the Ducks football team as a walk-on running 
back. Then injuries sidelined his football 
career. 

What a degree means: “It means everything to 
me. I’m going to be the first four-year college 
graduate in my immediate family. I’ve taken 
these four years of college very seriously 
because I know how important they are. Not 
everyone gets this opportunity.”

Message to our donors: “Thanks for everything 
you do. There are people who come from less 
fortunate backgrounds, and it can be hard to 
work your way up the ladder. PathwayOregon 
puts us on an even playing field. Once you get 
into college, there are no excuses anymore that 
you can’t work hard and be successful in the 
classroom.”

Taylor Gentry
Giustina Foundation Presidential Scholar

like to work for a higher purpose, working  
to form a nonprofit or a company with a socially 
backed cause.”

Hands-on experience: As a member of the UO 
Investment Group at the Lundquist College of 
Business, Gentry helped manage a real portfolio 
valued at approximately $850,000. He was 
finance officer for the UO Entrepreneurship 
Club and part of the business honors program. 
Gentry also serves on the board of directors 
of Young Entrepreneurs Business Week, an 
organization that runs camps for Oregon high 
school students. 

Message to our donors: “Thank you for making 
my college decision extremely easy, and for 
supporting our education. The University of 
Oregon is definitely something that I will be 
contributing toward in the future.”

Mackenzie Magee
UO Alumni Association Presidential Scholar, Robert Donald Clark Honors College

Best college experience: “Participating in the 
Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program. Clark 
Honors College students take seminars as peers 
with incarcerated men. The courses are taught 
inside the prison. It led to a lot of what I want  
to do now after college. I started volunteering 
with the Phoenix Book Club, working with 
youths in juvenile detention. It made me want  
to work with juveniles and help them stay out  
of prison.”

Message to our donors: “Thank you for the 
opportunity. I’d like to let you know that I was 
able to do a lot of things in college, and I’m able 
to do Teach For America because I won’t have 
debts to pay.”

—Ed Dorsch ’94, MA ’99

Hometown: Tigard

Major: Business Administration

Fast track: Gentry earned his bachelor’s degree 
in just three years.

Donor impact: A high school valedictorian 
with a 4.00 grade point average, Gentry 
would have attended a different university 
if it weren’t for the scholarship support he 
received.

Future plans: Gentry has accepted a job offer 
from the New York investment banking 
division of RBC Capital Markets. He’ll be a 
global investment banking analyst, working 
on mergers, acquisitions, and IPOs.

What success means: “Success is continuing to 
learn as much as you can every day in order 
to better yourself for tomorrow. Eventually, I’d 

Hometown: Beaverton 

Major: English

Future plans: Five days after commencement, 
Magee moved to New York City to start a 
two-year stint with Teach For America, 
an organization that works to improve 
educational opportunities for children in  
low-income areas.

Coming full circle: “I’m very grateful for 
everything I’ve been given. At the schools 
where I’ll be teaching, most of the children 
are not expecting to go to college. Getting 
my degree means I can now teach those kids, 
convince them they can earn college degrees, 
and help them get there.”
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Continued from page 1

Pioneers All

Pioneer Scholar

outstanding character who has taken risks that 
led to great success in business, philanthropy, 
and community service. Certainly Arthur 
DeMuro was such an individual. Where 
others saw old buildings, he saw history and 
character—and an opportunity to preserve 
Oregon’s architectural heritage while 
revitalizing the urban core. 

DeMuro took great pride in his successful 
redevelopment of the White Stag Block in Old 
Town Chinatown, now home to the University 
of Oregon in Portland. His plans for more such 
projects were cut short by his untimely death 
at age fifty-seven in September 2012. A gift 
DeMuro made to the UO’s Historic Preservation 
Program is transforming this small but highly 
regarded program within the School of 
Architecture and Allied Arts. 

Charles Lillis is well known in the business 
world as a risk taker. That and his work ethic, 
street smarts, and affinity for people became a 
recipe for success. Lillis predicted that cable 

“The University 
of Oregon has 

tremendous 
supporters—
people who 

believe in the 
power of public 

higher education 
and are willing to 

fight to improve 
the university 

and education in 
general.”

—University of Oregon President 
Michael Gottfredson

A visit to the Lillis Business Complex cinched  
first-generation college student Sarah 

Rosencrans’ decision to attend the UO—that, and the 
offer of a Pioneer Award Presidential Scholarship 
that would allow her to graduate debt-free. 

She was among eighteen such scholarship 
recipients to attend the May 10 Pioneer Award 
Gala, an experience capped for Rosencrans by the 
chance to meet the couple whose generosity has 
significantly influenced the course of her education 
and the initial trajectory of her career. 

A Beaverton native and 4.00 high school student, 
Rosencrans had planned to attend college out  
of state until she toured the Lillis Business  
Complex: “I was presold on the business school,” 
she says. Four years later, she remains sold. Her 
younger brother Adam, also a presidential scholar, 
just finished his freshman year at the UO.

television lines would someday provide 
Internet and phone services. A true pioneer, 
Lillis acted on his insight. 

As chair of the University of Oregon 
Foundation Board of Trustees, Gwendolyn 
Lillis led the board through a historic 
transformation. She has played important 
roles in many leadership circles on campus 
and is one of our most trusted advisors. A 
foundation trustee since 2003, Gwendolyn 
also currently serves as chair of the business 
school’s board of advisors.

The Lillis Family Foundation has been a 
great force for good around the Northwest 
and at the University of Oregon in 
particular; the couple’s gifts made possible 
construction of the Lillis Business Complex. 
That facility is only the most visible of 
their many contributions to the university. 
They have also given generously to the 
business school, athletics, and the theater 
arts department. Both Lillises hold PhDs in 
business and serve on advisory councils and 
committees across campus. 

Thanks to a special gift announced during 
the event, the Lillis name will be forever 
linked to the Pioneer Award in another 
way. Columbia Sportswear CEO Tim Boyle 
made a gift in honor of Gwendolyn and 
Charles, establishing the Lillis Pioneer 
Award Presidential Scholarship. Starting 
next fall, and each year after that, one more 
of Oregon’s top high school students will be 
able to attend the UO.

“When Karol and I first considered coming 
to the University of Oregon, we heard one 
thing over and over,” said UO President 
Michael Gottfredson. “The University of 
Oregon has tremendous supporters—people 
who believe in the power of public higher 
education and are willing to fight to improve 
the university and education in general.  

“Now that we have had the opportunity to 
work with so many Ducks, we see first-hand 
how true that sentiment is.” 

To watch videos from the Pioneer Award 
Gala, go to giving.uoregon.edu/pag.

Pioneer Award recipients 
Charles, PhD ’72, and 
Gwendolyn Lillis
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“I can’t imagine having gone anywhere else,” she 
says. Rosencrans graduated in June, and plans to 
continue her career with Marriott International. 

To watch a video of Sarah Rosencrans, go to 
giving.uoregon.edu/sarah.

—Bonnie Henderson ’79, MA ’95
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W hile Marko Mwipopo was 
growing up in a small village 
in Tanzania, earning a college 

degree (let alone attending a university 
more than 9,000 miles away) was not a 
future he could imagine. Today, thanks 
to a scholarship funded by former UO 
Trustee Sammie McCormack, PhD ’85, 
he’s earning his PhD at the University of 
Oregon.

“We were very poor,” he says. “I had ten 
siblings. We always had enough to eat, 
but I didn’t have a bed to sleep on. I just 
slept on the floor, and this was normal 
for us. At most schools in our area, we 
didn’t have desks or even a chalkboard. 
Students would sit on the floor.”

At age fifteen, Mwipopo scored well 
on a national exam and was accepted 
to a prestigious Tanzanian boarding 
school. He went on to earn a BA in 
education, and in 2004 came to the UO 
as a Fulbright foreign language teaching 
assistant.

“When I look at the opportunities 
I’ve had, I know I’m very lucky,” says 
Mwipopo. The university has also been 
lucky to have Mwipopo here. 

While earning his master’s degree 
in linguistics, he helped transform 
the university’s burgeoning Swahili 
program. As a PhD candidate in critical 
and sociocultural studies in education, 
he’s exploring how to most effectively 
teach children who are learning English 
as a second language. 

MARKO MWIPOPO CAME  
TO THE UO FROM  
TANZANIA IN 2004 AS  
PART OF A FULBRIGHT 
PROGRAM. SCHOLARSHIPS 
HAVE ENABLED HIM TO  
STAY, WORK TOWARD HIS 
PHD, AND MAKE HIS DREAMS  
OF HELPING CHILDREN 
COME TRUE.
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Thanks to scholarships, Marko Mwipopo earned his UO master’s degree, is working on a PhD, and hopes to return 
to Tanzania to improve his country’s educational system.

“Because of the 
scholarships, I feel 
obliged to work 
hard. My dream is 
helping children. 
Thank you for 
making that dream 
come true.”

—PhD candidate
 Marko Mwipopo

4

“My passion is studying bilingual 
education,” says Mwipopo. “I want to 
promote that in Tanzania and especially 
help secondary school children.”
While attending boarding school, 
Mwipopo quickly realized how his 
success—in school and in the future—
hinged on learning English. At the same 
time, he valued his cultural heritage 
and felt students would be more 
successful if some courses (like math) 
were taught in Swahili. 

Mwipopo hopes to return to Tanzania, 
teach future teachers, and promote 
bilingual education methods that 
balance preserving cultural heritage 
with preparing for a successful future.
Next year, he’ll receive the Sammie 
McCormack Scholarship again as 
well as the Janette Gunther Drew 
Scholarship. These gifts will make  
a big difference for him and his wife 
Rehema Emmanuel, who was an 
English teacher in Tanzania.

“Because of the scholarships, I feel 
obliged to work hard,” says Mwipopo. 
“My dream is helping children.  
Thank you for making that dream  
come true. I hope I can be someone  
who brings big changes in my country. 
I’m so determined to do it. 

“As one of my professors has 
mentioned, every time you receive 
something, you should pay it ahead.  
So I feel an obligation to pay it 
forward.”

To watch a video of Marko Mwipopo,  
go to giving.uoregon.edu/mwipopo.

—Ed Dorsch ’94, MA ’99

Paying It Forward
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PROFESSOR’S GIFT OPENS DOOR TO TOP GUEST 
LECTURERS IN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE.

Lessons in Generosity
Philip H. Knight Professor Emeritus Kenneth I. Helphand with landscape architecture student Nastassia Vieira
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M ost would consider four 
decades of teaching at one 
institution a true definition 

of dedication. But to one admired 
professor emeritus at the University 
of Oregon, it is only the beginning. He 
wants to leave a legacy of more great 
teaching.

Philip H. Knight Professor Emeritus of 
Architecture and Allied Arts Kenneth 
I. Helphand advanced the academic 
and professional sides of landscape 
architecture with his research, travel, 
books, and engaging courses. And he 
recently bestowed another gift—the 
Kenneth I. Helphand Lecture Fund.   

Helphand and his wife Margot seeded 
the endowment with a $25,000 gift, 
and other contributors have followed 
suit. Among them were attendees of 
“Landscape Thinking,” a symposium on 
May 25 that featured a who’s who of top 
scholars and practitioners in the world 
of landscape architecture. Hundreds of 
Helphand’s colleagues, friends, family 
members, students, and UO alumni 
gathered to honor him during the event.

“The attendance was out of this world,” 
said Associate Professor Elisabeth 
“Liska” Chan, head of the Department 
of Landscape Architecture. “It was 
a great celebration of an extremely 
important educator and scholar, and it 
introduced the audience to the careers 
and work of many other top scholars.”

The Helphand fund, administered 
through the University of Oregon 
Foundation, will support an annual 
campus visit by a well-known professor, 
scholar, practitioner, or author at the 

Department of Landscape Architecture 
in the UO’s School of Architecture and 
Allied Arts.  

“Visits like this are some of the most 
memorable and important days in the 
lives of students,” said Chan. “To meet 
the author of a formative book or paper, 
or see a talk by a practitioner who has 
designed important civic spaces, can 
change a student’s life.”

For Helphand, who retired from full-
time teaching last fall, landscape 
architecture is fundamental to human 
life and has much to teach. But in order 
to experience it, students need to get 
out of the classroom. 

“What I mean is that they need to get 
out of the department, get out of the 
university, get out of town, get out of 
the state, get out of the country, all 
as part of their education,” he said. 
“The world has much to offer, and the 
best way to learn landscape is in the 
landscape.”

Just as students need to get out, 
Helphand said, the UO also needs to 
bring in people from the outside—hence 
the lecture fund.

“In my experience, having visitors is 
fundamental to design education,” he 
said. 

During Helphand’s career, he invited 
and hosted numerous guest speakers, 
a mode of learning that enlivened 
the students’ education, provided 
contemporary voices, and raised the  
bar of achievement. 

As one of the UO’s Knight professors,  
he also traveled to dozens of 

universities throughout the country and 
in Israel as a visiting professor,  
and continues to do so.

Helphand, a native New Yorker, is a 
graduate of Brandeis University and 
Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. 
A fellow of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects, he has written 
articles and reviews on topics in 
landscape history and theory, with a 
particular interest in the contemporary 
American landscape. He’s also served 
as editor of Landscape Journal and 
received several fellowships and 
distinguished teaching awards, 
including the UO’s Thomas F. Herman 
Award. 

“Kenny’s exuberance (his joie de vivre), 
curiosity, and his deep core values, in 
addition to really knowing his stuff, 
are what—to my mind—have made 
him such an extraordinary teacher, 
colleague, and mentor,” said Chan. 
“These qualities are contagious and 
inspiring.” 

To watch a video from the May 25 
“Landscape Thinking” symposium,  
go to giving.uoregon.edu/helphand.

—Cheri O’Neil ’79

“Kenny’s exuberance (his 
joie de vivre), curiosity, 
and his deep core values, 
in addition to really 
knowing his stuff, are 
what—to my mind—
have made him such an 
extraordinary teacher, 
colleague, and mentor. 
These qualities are 
contagious and inspiring.”

—Associate Professor 
Elisabeth “Liska” Chan, 

Head of the Department of 
Landscape Architecture 
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A Place of Their Own 
NEW STUDENT VETERANS CENTER AIMS TO CREATE COMMUNITY AND 
FOSTER ACADEMIC SUCCESS .

Just one month after being discharged from 
the Army, Chase Waterman enrolled at the 

University of Oregon. Four years in military 
intelligence, including a year in Iraq, made 
some aspects of college life—such as early 
morning classes—easy. But there were plenty 
of difficulties. “There’s a lot of adjusting when 
you get out,” says Waterman, who—with 
help from an Osher Reentry Scholarship—
aims to parlay his own life experience and a 
bachelor’s degree in history into a teaching 
career. 

Bridging that adjustment gap is the goal of  
the UO’s new Student Veterans Center, a kind 
of one-stop shop for veterans and active duty 
service members and their families. 

“It’s much easier for someone to go from 
high school to college than to go from high 
school to the military for four years and then 
to college,” says UO undergraduate and Navy 
veteran Jonathan Brunton. He and Waterman 
both graduated in June. “Veterans feel very 
comfortable with other vets because they 
know someone’s not going to judge them by 
the stories they have.”

The center, which opened April 20, is a place 
where student vets can meet and socialize, eat 
lunch, do homework, and access services to 
help them successfully navigate campus life. 
It also serves as headquarters for the Veterans 
and Family Student Association, which 
Brunton codirects, and houses the university’s 
veteran program coordinator. 

The center was carved out of space next to the 
former post office—now the UPS Store—in 
the EMU. A gift from Alan Pedersen and his 

late wife Jean, both members of the class of 
’43, helped with start-up costs and programs. 
Lease Crutcher Lewis provided in-kind 
construction services valued at more than 
$20,000. Office World donated nearly all of 
the furnishings. 

Brunton, the driving force behind the new 
center, is grateful. “All these people and 
businesses played a part in helping the 
student veterans of the UO get a space we 
now can call our very own.”  

The university has some 370 veterans 
and family members currently accessing 
GI benefits, according to Gretchen Jewett, 
director of nontraditional and veteran 
education and support. The new center 
is only the most tangible evidence of the 
university’s support for former and current 
members of the armed services, she adds. 
For example, the UO is one of just sixteen 
universities nationwide to formally partner 
with the Pat Tillman Foundation, which 
in 2012–13 provided scholarships to five 
student veterans at the UO.

“Across the country,” Jewett says, “those 
universities that are successfully serving 
student veterans have this kind of home 
on campus—a place for student veterans to 
meet other students who have a shared life 
experience and to access resources to support 
their academic success.”

To watch a video of the Student Veterans 
Center grand opening, go to giving.uoregon 
.edu/vets.

—Bonnie Henderson ’79, MA ’95

“Across the 
country, those 

universities that 
are successfully 
serving student 

veterans have 
this kind 

of home on 
campus.” 
— Gretchen Jewett, 

UO Director of 
Nontraditional and Veteran 

Education and Support

Clockwise from left: 
Veterans and Family 
Student Association 
Codirector and Navy 

veteran Jonathan Brunton, 
Air Force veteran Megan 

Curry, Navy veteran 
Aaron Hensley, and Army 

veteran Kelley Hickman 
in the EMU’s new Student 

Veterans Center.
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A Place of Their Own 
1 Help Future Lawyers and 
Leaders 
The cost of a legal education has 
never been higher. The average 
Oregon law student’s debt load 
is more than $90,000, and most 
law school students must rely on 
loans. Scholarships are powerful 
incentives for attracting talented 
students to the UO School of 
Law. Graduating with less debt 
also makes it easier for alumni to 
pursue their dreams, including 
careers in public interest 
law. Contact Jessica Merkner, 
jmerkner@uoregon.edu,
541-346-1558.

2 Support Global Scholarship
For students in the Department 
of East Asian Languages and 
Literatures, international travel 
is essential. This summer, 
graduate students are attending 
conferences and conducting 
research all over East Asia. Some 
will examine rare manuscripts, 
and others are researching 
language acquisition and the 
impact of new media on language 
use. Help support similar 
learning opportunities. Contact 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
Development Office, 
541-346-3950.

3 Win-Win for Students, 
Community  
The College of Education is 
working to help individuals 
and families dealing with 

autism spectrum disorders. 
The university’s community 
clinics are a win-win situation, 
helping regional families, 
providing hands-on experience 
for our students and faculty 
members, and furthering their 
research efforts. Contact Kelly 
Menachemson, kbm@uoregon
.edu, 541-346-1681.

4 Create New Knowledge 
Your support of innovative and 
exciting faculty research helps the 
UO retain stellar faculty members 
while ensuring that they are at the 
forefront of their fields. A gift of 
$14,000 would fund one faculty 
research fellowship in the Oregon 
Humanities Center. Contact Matt 
Hutter, matth@uoregon.edu, 
541-346-2837.

5 Inspire a Future Oregon Duck  
At the Summer Academy to 
Inspire Learning (SAIL), faculty 
members volunteer their time to 
inspire lower-income students 
from Oregon high schools to 
attend the UO. Through free 
summer camps and mentoring, 
students learn about different 
majors, the admissions process, 
scholarships, and financial 
aid. A $5,000 gift would fund 
a SAIL summer camp. Contact 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
Development Office, 
541-346-3950.

6 Marathon Effort 
The Bowerman Sports Science 
Clinic provided running 
assessments at the recent 
Eugene Marathon. This outreach 
program was highly successful, 
and private gifts could help us 
expand to other marathons along 
the west coast, giving students 
hands-on experience, promoting 
the university, and building 
strong partnerships with running 
communities. Contact Matt 
Hutter, matth@uoregon.edu, 
541-346-2837.

7 Be a Pioneer    
Introduced in 1983, the 
Presidential Scholarship Program 
was established to encourage 
Oregon’s most talented and 
promising high school graduates 
to attend the UO. The net 
proceeds from the past nineteen 
Pioneer Award Galas (see story, 
page 1) have funded the Pioneer 
Award Presidential Scholarship
Fund. The earnings from this fund 
currently provide scholarships for 
six presidential scholars. Contact 
Liz Jacoby, ejacoby@uoregon.edu, 
541-346-8779.

8 Transform the Heart of Campus  
The university is preparing to 
break ground on a $95 million 
renovation and expansion of the 
EMU. A resource for the entire 
university, our student union 
benefits students, faculty and staff 
members, and our community. 

The EMU is the hearth and the 
heart of our campus. This historic 
project will update the facility 
and add much-needed space. To 
be a part of it, contact Kathryn 
Owen, owen@uoregon.edu, 
541-346-2054.

9 Help Student Veterans 
This spring, the UO celebrated 
the grand opening of its new 
Student Veterans Center (see 
story, page 6). Located in the 
EMU, the center provides 
resources for student veterans 
and a home base where they can 
connect. Your gift for staffing, 
programs, or equipment would 
help student veterans succeed at 
the university. Contact Kathryn 
Owen, owen@uoregon.edu, 
541-346-2054.

10 Make Dreams Come True 
The UO celebrated more than 
5,000 eligible graduates this  
June. Many of them were able 
to attend the university only 
because of scholarship support. 
Others were excellent students 
who would have gone elsewhere 
if it weren’t for financial 
assistance. Help make it possible 
for deserving students to attend 
the university and keep top talent 
in Oregon. Contact Carole Daly, 
cdaly@uoregon.edu, 541-346-
3362.

HIGHLIGHTING SOME OF THE WAYS YOU CAN MAKE AN IMPACT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

T E N  W AYS  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  U O

Be a part of a $95 million renovation and expansion of the EMU—the hearth and the heart of our campus.
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Because of You
T he UO celebrated more than 5,000 

eligible graduates in commencement 
exercises on June 17. Because of  

you, donors and friends, they will begin  
the next chapter of their lives with  
knowledge, experience, and some great 
memories. 

Your gifts enable the university to offer 
outstanding programs, recruit and  
retain world-class faculty members, and 
support excellent facilities. They also help 
students directly through scholarships.

Donor-supported scholarships help the 
university recruit top students. They also 
enable students who otherwise could not 
afford college to attend the university. 
More than half of the 2013 UO graduates 
who started as first-time freshmen received 
financial aid.P
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